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Miss Christina Merriman, Secre- 
tary of the F. P. A., sailed for Eu- 
rope April 12, for a series of 
conferences in London, Paris and 
Geneva. 
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Office at New York, 
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AGITATION, 


INEPTITUDE—HYSTERIA 


gyre tong agitation, inadvertently 
abetted by diplomatic ineptitude and 
culminating in Senatorial hysteria, threat- 
ens needlessly to wreck the most important 
achievement of the Washington Confer- 
ence. The decision of the Senate last week 
to support by almost unanimous vote the 
earlier action of the House in excluding 
Japanese immigration by direct legisla- 
tive act, against the protests of the Japan- 
ese Ambassador and Secretary Hughes, 
has created a situation which can be saved 
only through courageous leadership by the 
President. The pending bill should either 
be modified in conference or vetoed. 

The issue involved is not whether Japan- 
ese laborers should or should not be ex- 
cluded. The question is wholly as to the 
method of achieving this end. Supporters 
of the method voted by the House and 
Senate urge: 

(1) The Gentlemen’s Agreement of 1908 
by which Japan undertook, on her 
own volition, to prevent the coming 
of Japanese laborers, has not been 
carried out in good faith. 

(2) Even if such agreement had been ef- 
fective, immigration policies should 
be determined by legislative and not 
by executive or diplomatic action. 

(3) The continuance of the Gentlemen’s 
Agreement would involve the accept- 
ance of the principle that immigra- 
tion, in so far as it involves Japanese, 
is not a matter solely of domestic 
concern of the United States. 

(4) Relations between the United States 
and Japan will be improved rather 
than the reverse once the principle of 
Japanese exclusion, like that of the 
Chinese and other non-Caucasian 
Asiatics, has been firmly and cate- 
gorically established by law. 

Those opposed to the pending legislation 
reply: 

(1) The Gentlemen’s Agreement has in 

fact been kept in good faith. As 
proof of this they cite the United 


States immigration figures which 
show that during the years 1908 to 
1923 the excess of Japanese admitted 
over those departed was, in the fif- 
teen years, 8,681, or an average of 
578 a year. Moreover, this figure in- 
cludes all classes of Japanese com- 
ing to this country. 

(2) Kven admitting the need for more 
rigorous exclusion than that effected 
by the Gentlemen’s Agreement, such 
results could be secured by measures 
at once friendly, courteous and wholly 
acceptable to the Japanese, through 
for instance: 

(a) A modification of the Gentle- 

men’s Agreement; 

(b) A new treaty with Japan. 
Surely a question which so seriously 
threatens the good understanding be- 
tween two countries as does this, 
should not be dealt with in an arbi- 
trary and unconciliatory manner. 

(3) If there be any question of Congres- 
sional prerogative, this could be elimi- 
nated by the passage of a joint res- 
olution calling upon the President to 
effect, through negotiations with Ja- 
pan, some substitute for the Gentle- 
men’s Agreement. 

Secretary Hughes must share, with the 
Japanese Ambassador, the responsibility 
for the unfortunate words “grave conse- 
quences” contained in the concluding para- 
graph in the latter’s letter of protest of 
April 10. Mr. Hughes, by forwarding to 
Congress this communication accompanied 
by his reply which was, in substance, an 
expression of agreement with Hanihara’s 
point of view, gave to the extremists in the 
Senate an opportunity to appeal to the 
crowd psychology of their colleagues. The 
result was a demonstration unworthy even 
of a group of school boys. Only two Sena- 
tors, Colt and Sterling, refrained from 
joining in the mob protests against Japan’s 
“veiled threat.” 


JAMES G. MCDONALD. 


German Wealth Abroad 


HE report of the McKenna sub- 
committee of the Reparation Com- 
mission, after an exhaustive study, esti- 
mates that the German “capital wealth 
abroad of every kind, including capital in 
varv'nyp degrees of liquidity and capital in- 
ves'ed » the participations of foreign com- 
D id firms and after taking account 
edit and debit items, was at the 

}23, not less than $1,425,000,000 

nore than $1,950,000,000.” This 

yout the sum which neutral busi- 

vion had previously estimated. On 

em of making this capital avail- 
reparation payments, the report 


r opinion, the only way to prevent 
us of capital from Germany and to 
e its return is to eradicate the cause 
itward movement. Inflation must be 
itly stopped. If the issue of cur- 
strictly confined within the true 
national requirements on a stable 
value, the German with capital 
‘ill feel that he will suffer no loss 
« ng it home, and the speculator can 
> look for profit from the sale of 


-eferring to the Dawes’ sugges- 
report concludes: 

conceived measures of this kind 

e helpful in hastening the return of 
id the final restoration of financial 
n in Germany, conditions which are 

essential to the payment of reparation.” 


Progress of the Dawes Report 
President Coolidge has given the Dawes 
In his 


quiuibri 


plan his unqualified moral support. 
New York address before the Associated 
Press April 22, he said: 


“Nothing of more importance to Europe 


has happened since the armistice. Part of 

the plan contemplates that a considerable 

loan should at once be made to Germany. . I 

trust that American capital will be willing 

to participate in this loan. Sound business 
reasons exist why we should participate in 
the financing of works of peace in Europe.” 

Berlin’s acceptance made public April 
16, was more unqualified than indicated 
in the News Bulletin last week. It follows: 

“The German Government has the honor to 
acknowledge receipt of the note of the Repa- 
ration Commission of April 11 concerning 
the report of the experts. The German Gov- 

ernment also considers the said report as a 

practical basis for a rapid solution of the 

reparations problem. It is therefore ready 
to assure its collaboration in execution of the 
experts’ plans.” 

Germany will, however, probably try to 
secure, through direct negotiations with 
France, assurances on the following 
points: 

(1) The complete fiscal and economic 

unity of the Reich. 

(2) An impartial determination of ques- 

tions of German default in the future. 

(3) The release of prisoners held on vari- 

ous charges in connection with pas- 
sive resistance in the Ruhr. 

The Reparation Commission, taking 
Germany’s acceptance at its face value, 
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immediately officially accepted the Dawes 
Report “within the limits of its powers” 
and called upon the German Government 
to proceed to the passage of the various 
laws and the appointment of the different 
officials contemplated in the Report. 

Poincaré, on April 21, formally noti- 
fied the Reparation Commission that he 
accepts the plan as a basis for a new repa.- 
ration settlement and without specific res. 
ervations. Undoubtedly, however, he 
will raise with Great Britain before the 
Report becomes fully effective, the im. 
portant and difficult questions of 

(1) French security. 

(2) Interallied debts. 

(3) Effective sanction 

German default. 
Ramsay MacDonald, on April 19, re- 
iterated his unqualified support of the 
whole plan: 

“Here is Europe’s chance. Put it into opera- 
tion all at once and all together. Then when 
that is done, go on and finish the job and 
bring peace and security to the Continent.” 
Then followed a frank appeal to France 

to waive for the moment questions on 
which there might be disagreement in 
order that the plan might be promptly 
tried out. 


in the event of 


Hearings on World Court 


HE Foreign Relations Committee of 
the Senate has authorized a special 
sub-committee composed of Senators Bran- 
degee, Pittman, Shipstead and Swanson 
with Senator Pepper as Chairman, to hold 
hearings on the measure pending before 
the Senate for the United States’ adherence 
to the Permanent Court of Internationa! 
Justice on the basis proposed by President 
Harding and Secretary Hughes. Senator 
Pepper has declared that ample time will 
be given for a full presentation of the case 
for and against the Court. The hearings 
begin at 10:30 A. M., April 30, and are 
expected to continue for two or three days. 
A large number of national organiza- 
tions, including the League of Women 
Voters, the Federal Council of Churches, 
the Women’s Legislative Committee for the 
World Court representing eleven women’s 
national groups, and the Foreign Policy 
Association are cooperating in making the 
arrangements for the presentation of the 
evidence in favor of the United States’ 
prompt adherence to the Court. Individual 
and organizational expressions of opinion 
in the form of letters and telegrams should 
be addressed to Senator George Wharton 
Pepper, Senate Office Building, Washing- 
ton. 

President Coolidge in his recent New 
York address indicated only too clearly 
that he is not prepared wholeheartedly to 
push his earlier proposal of America’s ad- 
herence to the Court. 
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